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beggars is that the former class deem it beneatn them to
ask, but have no objection to take alms, while the latter
class both ask and take. Among the latter, beside trie
blind and helpless, many able-bodied men make beggaVy
their profession. On one occasion, in the neighbourhood
of Benares, I met a man in the prime of life who said" he
had just returned from a long journey. On referring to
his business he frankly said that he had never had any
other occupation than that of a beggar. This was his
hereditary profession. We have no Poor Law in India.
The people, from varied motives, are ever ready to give
aid to those who cannot support themselves, and in
addition exercise an indiscriminate charity, which has a
demoralizing effect.
The census informs us there are in Benares 16,023
masonry houses, and 21,551 mud houses—that is, houses
many of which are of mud moistened and dried as the
walls rise—and others of sun-dried bricks. I do not
wonder at the disappointment felt by some who have
been much impressed with the front view of the city, and
have then traversed its streets.
Till recently, from the commencement of our rule, our
Government has never been at peace with all the native
rulers of India. In various ways we have come into
collision with them, and the final result in every case has
been their overthrow. The deposed rajahs have as a
Yule been sent to Benares, as if our Government wished
to compensate them for the loss of their dominion by
conferring on them special religious advantages.
Oh the opposite side of the Ganges, a little above the
southern end of the city, is the town of Ramnuggur, with
a population of 10,000. It is the residence of the Rajah
of Benares, who is simply a large landowner, and has no

